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A GROUP of 10 American white pelicans rests on a sandbar this spring on the north
side of C.J. Brown Reservoir. The birds were drying their wings in the breeze. They are
rarely seen in Ohio.

Reservoir honor is for the birds

By SUSAN M. COVER
M Sore Sl Wirltes

The C.J. Brown Reservoir is to
birds what Motel 6 is to weary
travelers —a place to prab a hite to
eat and a fisy hours sleep hefore the

jourmey heging again,

Forits rolein theavian hospitality  |ake
Thev've heenworkingtorid the park.

business, the reservoir is being
henored this week as an Important
Bird Area,

“It’s hecause it gets a large con-
greggation of waterfow] who use it as
4 migratory test stop,” said John
Ritzenthaler, director of  hahitat
conservation for Audubon Ohi.

The reservoir is one of 96 areas in
m%iméhm Earm tli11e iisignm :

rer the years, the Army 150
Enginesrs ir"l:a made an effort to

make the area bird friendly, said
Park Ranger Brian Menker,

Dii’c img’e swgmlk places wlg'vu
tried to b ack a sland
bieihermd

The Corps of Engineers worls
with Buck Creek Stale Park Lo
attract birds and waterfowl to the
and  surrounding  forests,

of non-native spectes such as hon-
evstickle. a battle that will continue,
Ivlenker said,

In April, 12 American white pel-
icans spenta fow days al the reser-
voir after they probably were blown
off course during migration. The
siting drew a flock of hirders to the
area.

Other binds, such as the Belly
vireo, black terns, sedge wrens and

bald eagdes, make the reseranr a
notable bird area. A variely of ducks
also live there, along with many
otherwater birds, Ritzenthaler said,

"Tt's increasingly important o
these days of development Lo have
places where birds can stop and
refuel” he said.

A brief ceremony to declare the
park an Tmportant Bird Area will
begin al T30 pm. today at the
visitor cetiler overlook. Tt will be
followed by the annual owl release
from ¥ to 9 p.m. Betty Foss from the
Glen Helen Raptor Center will
rﬂﬂasels' a few rehabilitated screech
vils,

Reach Susan M. Cover af
Seoveri@icoxotio.com.

o SPRINGFIELD NEWS-SUN, WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2002



